
INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of monitoring is to ensure compliance with easement requirements, evaluate 
restoration progress, determine what repairs or enhancements are needed to ensure 
maximum wetland/wildlife benefits, and to maintain contact with the landowner.  Staff 
familiar with wetland restoration, management and wildlife should collect the information.  
Partners with technical expertise should participate in monitoring activities.  Monitoring is 
conducted annually and at least once every three years, the reviewers must visit the site. 

EASEMENT DATA 
 
Review date:                   Landowner:       
USDA Farm Number               Tract Number       
Contract Number:                 Contract Type  WRP  FEP   

Permanent Easement  30 Year Easement    Restoration                                                                        
 
Reviewer(s)             Other:       
 
Take photographs from designated photo points when doing on-site monitoring 
    (GPS - Photopoint) 
 
Has ownership changed?    yes      no   
If yes, were easement requirements reviewed with new owner:  yes     no 
           
 
Is a wetland restoration plan available?  yes    no 
      
 
Is an engineering plan available?  yes     no   n/a 
      
 
Was landowner present during this review?    yes      no 
      
 
Is easement boundary clearly marked and identifiable?   yes      no 
If no, what actions are needed?  Evaluate condition of easement boundary markings at least 
once every three years. 
      
 
 
Was easement area GPS?   yes     no 
      
 
Are easement conditions being met (i.e. no encroachment, dumping, cropping, etc.)?   

  yes      no   If no, describe and document with photographs. 
      
 
 

 1 



 
INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 

 
 
Are compatible use authorizations being followed?   yes      no   n/a  If no, describe 
and list corrective measures. 
      
 
WILDLIFE 
 
Record evidence (sightings, tracks, calls, scats, etc.) of wildlife use including threatened 
and/or endangered species.  If possible, record number sighted and/or heard. 
 

 beaver     hawks and falcons 
 deer           owls 
 mink     gulls and terns 
 muskrat    shorebirds (plovers, sandpipers, etc.) 
 turtles     wading birds (herons, egrets, rails) 
 snakes     quail, pheasant and turkey 
 lizards     ducks and geese 
 frogs and toads   songbirds (warblers, sparrows, etc.) 
 salamanders    other         
 mollusks 

 
SPECIES OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 Copperbelly Water Snake  River Otter 
 Bald Eagle    Swamp Rabbit 
 Eastern Massasauga   Other       
 Indiana Bat 

 
List species seen or heard and number of each (optional). 
 
Species Number Species Number 
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INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 
 

Are migratory bird (i.e. shorebird, waterfowl, neotropical songbirds) program objectives 
being achieved?  (i.e. adequate hydrology at the appropriate time, nesting cover, etc.) 
   yes     no     If no, what modifications are necessary?  Complete the Practice and Cost 
Worksheet. 
      
 
 
If threatened and endangered species were part of selection criteria, have their habitat 
elements been restored?    yes   no    N/A   If no, what modifications are necessary?  
Complete the Practice and Cost Worksheet. 
      
 
Do opportunities to enhance wildlife habitat components exist?   yes     no    If yes, 
identify and complete the Practice and Cost Worksheet. 
      
 
 
VEGETATION 
 
Indicate the Cowardin classification: prior to restoration (initial),  planned restoration, and 
current observations. 
 
 Initial Planned Observed 
Cowardin 
Classification 

                  

 
ACRES RESTORED 
 
                     Type Threatened & Endangered Species 

(Federal or State) 
     Acres 

Forested Wetlands by Planting             
Emergent Fresh Water             
Uplands by Planting Trees/Shrubs             
Uplands by Planting Grass/Forbs             
Restored Riparian             
 
List plant species present: prior to restoration (initial), planned for, and observed. 
 
Plant Species Initial Planned Observed 
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INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 

 
 
Plant Species Initial Planned Observed 
         
         
         
         
         
         
 
If possible, GPS major plant community types (list dominant species of each) for use in 
GIS. 
 
 
Are planned vegetation restoration goals being achieved?  (i.e. desired vegetation being 
established, control of invasive or noxious species)    yes    no    If no, what 
modifications are necessary?  If noxious weeds are present, remind landowner of their 
responsibility as identified in the Warranty Easement Deed, Part II B, Noxious plants and 
pests.  Offer to provide assistance to develop and approve a plan to control the noxious plants 
or pests.  Complete the Practice and Cost Worksheet. 
      
 
 
STRUCTURES 
 
Type of structure(s) (i.e. levee, ditch plug, etc.)    N/A 
      
 
Type of water control structure(s) (i.e. stoplog, straight pipe, etc.)   None 
      
 
 
Are the structures in good working condition?   yes     no     N/A 
If no, will maintenance be required?   yes     no   Explain. 
      
 
HYDROLOGY 
 
 Planned Observed 
Mean depth             
Surface area of water (ac.)             
Hydroperiod (duration)             
Timing of drawdowns             
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INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 
 
Hydrologic conditions of restored area with water depths 
Record percentage of total area in each hydrologic category. 
 
 Planned Observed 
% not saturated             
% saturated             
% < 6"             
% > 6" < 24"             
% > 24"             
 
Is planned hydrology present?    yes     no   If no, what actions are needed?  Complete 
the Practice and Cost Worksheet. 
      
 
 
 
 
Are restoration practices being properly operated and maintained?    yes     no   If no, 
what maintenance is needed?  Complete the Practice and Costs Worksheet. 
      
 
 
 
 
Does the landowner have any concerns or suggestions for improvement of the easement? 

 yes     no    
If yes, describe concerns. 
           
 
 
 
Identify additional concerns, suggestions, and/or observations from partners involved with 
the restoration and management of the easement area. 
      
 
 
Are there conditions on the easement caused by unusual weather? 

 yes    no 
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INDIANA WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM MONITORING FORM 
 

Practice and Cost Worksheet 
 

Practice Practice 
Code 

Specific need Amount
/Acres 

Cost 
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